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Amendments to Claims 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims. 
Claim Listing 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer based method for carrying out an incentive award 
program by a business entity comprising the steps of: 

a. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, 

b. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 
incentive award offered by the business entity, th e inc e ntiv e award comprising at l e ast 
on e inv e stm e nt chos e n from a plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt, 

said plurality of v e hicles comprising at l e ast on e v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e preciation is 
d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program ; 

c. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program, 

d. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

F n - FjR"" 1 - where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

Fi_ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

F n is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
e ^ providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wherein th e award is provid e d in th e e quity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation 
is determined by the financial performance of th e incentiv e award program and th e 
amount of the award in the equity v e hicle is controlled so as not to excessiv e ly dilute 
holdings of investors in the equity vehicle , 

4 f carrying out steps a-ee using at least one computer processor and at least oe 
computer storage means, 



wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program. 
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2. (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 1, further comprising th e st e p of: 

tho r e cipi e nt choosing as th e inc e ntiv e award at least ono investment from the plurality of 
v e hicl e s for investm e nt. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein participating is selected from the group 
consisting of: participating only by carrying out the incentive award program and participating 
not only by carrying out the incentive award program but additionally as a transacting party. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the transacting party comprises any entity 
engaging in a quantifiable transaction, the transaction characterized by the business entity 
providing an incentive award. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein at least two of the transacting parties are 
recipients, and wherein a total incentive award for the quantifiable transaction is the sum of all 
incentive awards provided to each recipient in the transaction, the business entity determining 
the portion of the total award provided to each recipient. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the transacting parties pays a 
fee to the business entity, the transacting party acting as a supplier to a customer and the 
customer being provided an incentive award by the business entity. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein at least one real estate agent becomes a 
transacting party by paying a fee to the business entity, and wherein the business entity 
provides the incentive award to at least one recipient, the at least one recipient being selected 
from the group consisting of the seller of the property, the buyer of the property, the lessor of 
the property, the lessee of the property, the real estate agent for the seller, the real estate agent 
finding the buyer, the real estate agency listing the property, the multiple listing service 
provider, the real estate agency with which the agent finding the buyer is affiliated, and the 
real estate agency with which the agent representing the seller is affiliated. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein determining at least one of the transacting 
parties to be a recipient comprises the business entity choosing which of the transacting 
parties are to be encouraged to engage in the quantifiable transaction. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the recipient designates at least one other 
party to receive at least a part of the recipient's incentive award, said other party comprising 
any entity. 
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4r0r (Deleted) Tho m e thod of claim 1 , wh e r e in th e plurality of vehicles for investment 
comprises any investment vehicle in which the business entity chooses to provid e the 
inc e ntiv e award. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of v e hicles for 
investment investment vehicle that is equity in the incentive award program is selected from 
the group consisting of mon e y mark e t funds, bonds, e quiti e s, mutual funds, corporate bonds, 
governm e nt bonds , valu e of e ntiti e s in which th e busin e ss e ntity cannot issu e instrum e nts of 
own e rship l e ading to dilution of th e unit valu e of pr e viously issu e d instrum e nts, options, 
warrants, restricted stock, shares of common stock, shares of preferred stocky and shares of 
tracking stock , municipal bonds and valu e of e ntiti e s in which tho business e ntity can issuo 
instrum e nts of own e rship loading to dilution of th e unit value of previously issu e d 
instrum e nts . 

42r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 1, wh e r e in th e plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
comprises equity in th e valu e of the busin e ss e ntity, and wh e r e in th e e quity inv e stm e nt is in 
th e form of shar e s of stock, and wh e r e in th e valu e is the mark e t capitalization of said busin e ss 
entity, that is th e sum calculat e d by multiplying the valu e of said shar e of stock as listed on a 
stock e xchang e by th e numb e r of th e shar e s outstanding. 

4-3-r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
compris e s a sot of investments having a rang e in d e gr ee of sp e culativ e risk from a minimal 
degr ee to a maximal d e gr ee , wh e r e in th e minimal d e gr ee of sp e culativ e risk compris e s a saf e 
inv e stm e nt in which th e amount of th e incentiv e award is not at risk; and wh e r e in th e maximal 
d e gre e of sp e culativ e risk compris e s a high risk inv e stm e nt with pot e ntial for substantial gain. 

44t (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 2, wherein a recipi e nt choosing tho incentive award 
furth e r compris e s tho stops of; 

Or. — inviting a recipient to choose at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt from a plurality of 

investm e nt v e hicl e s as th e incentiv e award; and 
& — th e r e cipi e nt id e ntifying to tho busin e ss e ntity th e at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt as th e 
inc e ntiv e award. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the incentive award gets larger as the value 
of the quantifiable transaction gets larger. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the value of the quantifiable transaction 
comprises the total revenue amount of the transaction. 
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17. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein a larger incentive award is provided when 
at least two measures of the transaction are more valuable to the business entity, said 
measures selected from the group consisting of profitability of the transaction to the business 
entity, the transaction's total revenue amount and at least one parameter indicative of 
geographical location related to the transaction. 

1£t (Deleted) Tho method of claim 1, whoroin th e incentive award is in th e valu e of at 
loaot on e e ntity in which the business entity can issue instruments of ownership, wherein said 
instruments are select e d from tho group consisting of shar e s, r e strict e d stock, options and 
warranto, whereby the business entity's issuing said rights l e ads to dilution of th e unit valu e of 
previously issued instrum e nts. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim -tS 1, wherein the amount of the incentive 
award is based upon the value of the transaction for which the award is granted, said 
transaction occurring within a predefined period, relative to the total value of all transactions 
for which incentive awards were awarded during the predefined period. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4-8 i, wherein a ratio between the value 
of the incentive award and the value of the quantifiable transaction remains in effect for a 
predefined period of time, and wherein a larger incentive award is provided when at least two 
measures of the transaction are more valuable to the business entity, said measures selected 
from the group consisting of profitability of the transaction to the business entity, the 
transaction's total revenue amount and at least one parameter indicative of geographical 
location related to the transaction. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4-8 i, wherein a ratio between the value 
of the incentive award and the value of the quantifiable transaction applicable during a 
predefined initial period of operation of the incentive award program is larger than during 
subsequent periods. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4-8 I, wherein a sum of progressively 
smaller incentive awards provided over all of the periods of operation of the incentive award 
program asymptotically approaches a limit that represents the total incentive awards provided 
for all quantifiable transactions. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of providing further comprises the 
steps of: 

a. receiving funding to enable operation of the incentive award program; 

b. determining an amount of the incentive award; 
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c. crediting said amount into a recipient's account; 

d. furnishing periodic statements of account to the recipient; and 

e. cashing-in the incentive award on behalf of the recipient. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein receiving funding comprises receiving 
income as a fee from at least one fee-paying party, wherein the fee is selected from the group 
consisting of a fee paid for rights to conduct transactions in a market, a fee paid for rights to 
conduction transactions in a geographical area, a fee paid for rights to conduct transactions in 
a medium of commerce, a fee paid for rights to conduct transactions on the Internet, a fee 
paid per quantifiable transaction, a periodic maintenance fee and a fee paid to defray 
operating costs of the incentive award program. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the at least one fee-paying 
party is selected from the group consisting of the business entity^ and any transacting party 
and any non transacting party . 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein determining an amount of 
the incentive award , wherein th e inc e ntiv e award is in an investm e nt vehicle in which the 
busin e ss e ntity cannot issu e instrum e nts of own e rship that l e ad to dilution of the unit value of 
pr e viously issu e d instrum e nts in th e inv e stm e nt v e hicl e , further comprises the step of: 

a. apportioning a part of the funding to fund an inv e stment in the chosen investment 
vehicle on behalf of the recipient and crediting the apportioning to the recipient's 
account. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein determining an amount of 
the incentive award , wher e in th e inc e ntiv e award is in an inv e stm e nt v e hicl e in which th e 
busin e ss entity can issue instruments of own e rship that l e ad to dilution of th e unit valu e of 
previously issued instruments of own e rship in the investm e nt v e hicl e , further comprises the 
step of: 

a. determining a number of instruments of ownership in the chosen investment 

vehicle to be issued on behalf of the recipient and crediting said instruments to the 
recipient's account. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising the step of: 

a. estimating on a predetermined date a monetary value of the instruments of 
ownership in recipient's account by multiplying the number of instruments of 
ownership credited to the account by the unit value of the instruments on the 
predetermined date. 
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29. (Original) The method of claim 28, wherein the instruments of ownership credited to 
the account are shares of stock listed on a stock of exchange. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 23, wherein the cashing-in of the incentive award must 
occur within a predetermined period after the lapse of a period of time, else the incentive 
award expires worthless. 

3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the recipient selects the cashing-in date 
within the predetermined period. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the business entity selects the cashing-in 
date within the predetermined period. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the cashing-in of the 
incentive award, wherein the incentive award is an inv e stm e nt in th e valu e of an e ntity in 
which th e busin e ss e ntity can issu e dilutiv e instruments of own e rship in instruments of 
ownership in an investment vehicle that is equity in the incentive award program, further 
comprises the step of: 

a. issuing said instruments in th e value of th e e ntity in which the business entity can 
issu e instrum e nts of own e rship ; and 

b. selling the issued instruments, whereby said selling provides funds in the amount 
of a monetary value of the incentive award, and whereby said selling leads to 
dilution of the unit value of previously issued instruments of equity ownership. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 33, wherein cashing-in of the incentive award further 
comprises the steps of: 

a. ascertaining on the date of the cashing-in a value of the investment in the chosen 
investment vehicle; and 

b. transferring the ascertained value to the recipient and deducting the ascertained 
value from the balance in recipient's account. 

i&r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 1, wherein th e authoriz e d operator's authority 
compris e s s e l e cting th e plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt off e r e d as an inc e ntiv e award. 

34r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 35, whoroin the plurality of v e hicles for investment 
compris e at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt v e hicl e in which th e authorized operator can issue 
instrum e nts of own e rship, said issu e loading to dilution of th e unit valu e of pr e viously issu e d 
instruments of own e rship. 
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37. (Currently Amended) A computer based method for carrying out an incentive award 
program by a business entity through an Internet portal site comprising the steps of: 

a. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties and being transacted through an Internet portal 
site, 

b. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 
incentive award offered by the business entity, the inc e ntive award comprising 
at l e ast on e investment choson from a plurality of vehicles for investment, 

said plurality of vehicles comprising at l e ast on e v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation is 
d e t e rmined by the financial performanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program ; 

c. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program, 

d. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

Fn = F i ^R"" 1 . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

Fi_ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

Fn is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
e e. providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wh e r e in th e award is provid e d in th e e quity vehicle whose appreciation or depreciation 
is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformance of th e inc e ntive award program and th e 
amount of th e award in the equity vehicle is controlled so as not to e xcessively dilute 
holdings of inv e stors in the equity vehicle , 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program. 

3&t (Deleted) The m e thod of claim 37, further comprising th e stop of: 
the recipi e nt choosing as the inc e ntive award at least one investment from th e plurality of 
vehicl e s for investment. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the quantifiable transaction is transacted 
from an incentive award web site on the Internet and wherein the Internet portal site provides 
exclusive access to the incentive award web sites. 
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40. (Original) The method of claim 39, further comprising the step of: 

a. an authorized operator operating at least one incentive award web site. 

41. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein participating is selected from the group 
consisting of: participating only by carrying out the incentive award program and 
participating not only by carrying out the incentive award program but additionally as a 
transacting party. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the transacting party comprises any entity 
engaging in a quantifiable transaction, the transaction characterized by the business entity 
providing an incentive award. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein at least two of the transacting parties are 
recipients, and wherein a total incentive award for the quantifiable transaction is the sum of all 
incentive awards provided to each recipient in the transaction, the business entity determining 
the portion of the total award provided to each recipient. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein at least one of the transacting parties pays 
a fee to the business entity, said transacting party acting as a supplier to a customer and the 
customer being provided an incentive award by the business entity. 

45. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein determining at least one of the transacting 
parties to be a recipient comprises the business entity choosing which of the transacting 
parties in a quantifiable transaction are to be encouraged to engage in the transaction. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the recipient designates at least one other 
party to receive at least a part of the recipient's incentive award, said other party comprising 
any entity. 

47r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 37, wh e r e in th e plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
compris e s any inv e stm e nt v e hicl e in which th e busin e ss entity choos e s to provid e th e 
inc e ntiv e award. 



4&r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 37, wh e r e in th e plurality of vehicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
compris e s an e quity inv e stm e nt in th e valu e of th e busin e ss entity. 
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49r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 37, whoroin the plurality of vehicles for inv e stm e nt 
investm e nt vehicl e that is e quity in the incentive award program compris e s an e quity 
investm e nt in th e valu e of th e Int e rn e t portal sit e . 

(Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 39, wher e in th e plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
investm e nt v e hicl e that is e quity in th e inc e ntive award program compris e s at l e ast on e e quity 
investm e nt in th e valu e of th e busin e ss e ntity off e ring inc e ntiv e awards at th e incentiv e award 
siter 

#4t (Deleted) The m e thod of claim 37, wherein th e plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
compris e s an e quity inv e stm e nt in th e valu e of any e ntity, said inv e stm e nt b e ing off e r e d by a 
transacting party at an inc e ntiv e award w e b site, th e transacting party s e l e ct e d from th e group 
consisting of th e busin e ss e ntity, an authorized op e rator oth e r than th e busin e ss e ntity, the 
own e r of th e Int e rnet portal sit e and a busin e ss affiliat e of th e transacting parti e s. 

32r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 38, wh e r e in a r e cipi e nt choosing th e inc e ntiv e award 
furth e r compris e s th e st e ps of: 

a — inviting a r e cipi e nt to choos e at l e ast on e investm e nt from a plurality of inv e stm e nt 
v e hicl e s as th e incentiv e award; and 

b-. — th e recipient identifying to th e busin e ss e ntity th e at l e ast on e chos e n inv e stm e nt. 

53. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the incentive award gets larger as the 
value of the quantifiable transaction gets larger. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the value of the quantifiable transaction 
comprises the total revenue amount of the transaction. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 53, wherein a larger incentive award is provided when 
at least two measures of the transaction are more valuable to the business entity, said 
measures selected from the group consisting of profitability of the transaction to the business 
entity, the transaction's total revenue amount and at least one parameter indicative of 
geographical location related to the transaction. 

56. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 37, wherein the incentiv e award is in th e 
valu e of at l e ast on e e ntity in which th e busin e ss e ntity can issue instruments of own e rship, 
wh e r e in said instrum e nts ar e s e lect e d from th e group consisting of shar e s, r e strict e d stock, 
options and warrants, wh e r e by th e busin e ss e ntity's issuing said instrum e nts l e ads to dilution 
of th e unit valu e of instrum e nts pr e viously issued investment vehicle that is equity in the 
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incentive award program is selected from the group consisting of options, warrants, restricted 
stock, shares of common stock, shares of preferred stock and shares of tracking stock . 

57. (Original) The method of claim 56, wherein a ratio between the amount of the 
incentive award and the value of the quantifiable transaction remains in effect for a 
predetermined period of time, and wherein a larger incentive award is provided when at least 
two measures of the transaction are more valuable to the business entity, said measures 
selected from the group consisting of profitability of the transaction to the business entity, the 
transaction's total revenue amount and at least one parameter indicative of geographical 
location related to the transaction. 

58. (Original) The method of claim 56, wherein a ratio between the amount of the 
incentive award and the value of the quantifiable transaction applicable during a predefined 
initial period of operation of the incentive award program is larger than during subsequent 
periods. 

59. (Original) The method of claim 58, wherein the cumulative sum of the progressively 
smaller incentive awards provided over all of the periods of operation of the incentive award 
program asymptotically approaches a limit that represents the total incentive awards provided 
for all quantifiable transactions. 

60. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein providing further comprises steps of: 

a. receiving funding to enable operation of the incentive award program; 

b. determining an amount of the incentive award; 

c. crediting said amount into a recipient's account; 

d. furnishing periodic statements of account to the recipient; and 

e. cashing-in the incentive award on behalf of the recipient. 

61 . (Original) The method of claim 60, wherein receiving funding comprises receiving 
income as a fee from at least one fee-paying party, wherein the fee is selected from the group 
consisting of a fee paid for rights to conduct transactions in a market, a fee paid for rights to 
conduction transactions in a geographical area, a fee paid for rights to conduct transactions in 
a medium of commerce, a fee paid for rights to conduct transactions on the Internet, a fee 
paid per quantifiable transaction, a periodic maintenance fee and a fee paid to defray 
operating costs of the incentive award program. 

62. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 61, wherein the at least one fee-paying 
party is selected from the group consisting of the business entity^ and any transacting party 
and any non transacting party . 
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63t (Deleted) Tho method of claim 60, wh e rein d e t e rmining an amount of th e incentive 
award, wh e r e in the incentiv e award is in an investment vehicle in which th e busin e ss e ntity 
cannot issu e instruments of own e rship that l e ad to dilution of tho unit value of pr e viously 
issued instrum e nts of own e rship in tho investment vehicle, further compris e s th e st e p of: 

er. — apportioning a part of th e funding to fund an inv e stment in the chos e n inv e stment 

v e hicle on b e half of th e r e cipi e nt and cr e diting tho apportioning to tho recipient's 

account. 

64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 60, wherein determining an amount of 
the incentive award , wh e r e in tho incentive award is in an investm e nt v e hicl e in which th e 
busin e ss e ntity can issu e instrum e nts of ownership that load to dilution of th e unit valu e of 
pr e viously issu e d instruments of ownership in th e investment v e hicl e , further comprises the 
step of: 

a. determining a number of instruments of ownership in the chosen investment 

vehicle to be designated to the benefit of the recipient and crediting the number of 
instruments of ownership to the recipient's account. 

65. (Original) The method of claim 64, further comprising the step of: 

a. estimating on a predetermined date a monetary value of the instruments of 
ownership in recipient's account by multiplying the number of instruments of 
ownership credited to the account by the unit value of the instruments on the 
predetermined date. 

66. (Original) The method of claim 65, wherein the instruments of ownership credited to 
the recipient's account are shares of stock listed on a stock exchange. 

67. (Original) The method of claim 60, wherein the cashing-in of the incentive award must 
occur within a predetermined period after the lapse of a period of time, else the incentive 
award expires worthless. 

68. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 60, wherein the cashing-in of the 
incentive award , wh e r e in th e inc e ntive award is an investment in the valuo of an e ntity in 
which th e busin e ss e ntity can issue dilutive instruments of ownership, further comprises the 
steps of: 

a. issuing instruments of ownership in the value of the entity; and 

b. selling the issued instruments, whereby said selling provides funds in the amount 
of a monetary value of the incentive award, and whereby said selling leads to 
dilution of the unit value of previously issued instruments of ownership. 
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69. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 68, wherein cashing-in of the incentive 
award further comprises the steps of: 

a. ascertaining on the date of the cashing-in a value of the investment in the at 
l e ast on e chosen investment vehicle; and 

b. transferring the ascertained value to the recipient; and 

c. deducting the ascertained value from a balance in recipient's account. 

TOt (Deleted) The method of claim 37, whoroin the authoriz e d op e rator's authority 
comprises s e lecting tho plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt off e red as an inc e ntiv e award. 

(Deleted) Tho method of claim 70, wh e r e in th e plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
compris e at l e ast one inv e stm e nt v e hicl e in which the authoriz e d operator can issu e 
instrum e nts of own e rship, said issu e leading to dilution of th e unit valu e of pr e viously issu e d 
instrum e nts. 



72. (Currently Amended) A computer based method for carrying out an incentive award 
program by a business entity over a communications network comprising the steps of: 

a. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, and at least part of the quantifiable transaction 
being transacted on a communications network, 

b. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 
incentive award offered by the business entity, th e inc e ntiv e award comprising 
at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt chos e n from a plurality of v e hicles for investment, 

said plurality of v e hicl e s comprising at least on e v e hicl e whos e appreciation or 
d e pr e ciation is d e t e rmined by tho financial performance of tho incentive award 
program ; 

c. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program, 

d. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

F n = F i ji"" 1 . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

Fi^ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

Fn is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
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® £L providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wh e r e in th e award is provided in the e quity v e hicl e whos e appreciation or d e pr e ciation 
is determined by the financial performance of th e inc e ntiv e award program and the 
amount of th e award in th e e quity v e hicle is controlled so as not to e xc e ssiv e ly dilute 
holdings of inv e stors in th e e quity v e hicl e, 

4 f carrying out steps a — e e using at least one computer processor and at least one 
computer storage means, 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program. 

T^t (Deleted) The method of claim 72, furth e r comprising th e st e p of: 

the recipient choosing as the incentive award at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt from th e plurality of 

v e hicl e s for inv e stment. 

74. (Original) The method of claim 72, wherein the communications network comprises a 
communications means for conducting at least part of a transaction, wherein the transaction is 
selected from the group consisting of credit transactions, credit card transactions, debit 
transactions, debit card transactions, smart card transactions, wire transfer transactions, line of 
credit transactions, Internet transactions, auctions, reverse auctions and lotteries. 

75. (Original) The method of claim 74, wherein the communication means for conducting 
is selected from the group consisting of electronic means, telephonic means, wireless means, 
general packet radio service means, UMTS means and optical fiber means. 

76. (Original) The method of claim 75, further comprising the step of the quantifiable 
transaction being transacted from a web site on the Internet by a transacting party. 

77. (Currently Amended) A computer based method for carrying out an incentive award 
program by a business entity comprising the steps of: 

a. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, 

b. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 
incentive award offered by the business entity, th e inc e ntiv e award comprising 
at l e ast on e investment chos e n from a plurality of v e hicl e s for investm e nt, 

said plurality of v e hicl e s comprising at l e ast on e v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or 
d e pr e ciation is d e termined by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e incentive award 
program ; 
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c. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program. 

d. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

Fn = F L R" 1 . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

Fn is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
6 e^ providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wherein the award is provid e d in th e e quity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or depr e ciation 
is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program and th e 
amount of th e award in th e e quity v e hicl e is controll e d so as not to exc e ssiv e ly dilut e 
holdings of inv e stors in th e e quity v e hicl e, 

dr f displaying at least one certifying mark, the mark identifying the incentive award 
program, 

d carrying out steps a — e e and optionally step d f using at least one computer 
processor and at least one computer storage means, 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program. 

28r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 77, furth e r comprising th e st e p of: 

th e r e cipi e nt choosing as th e inc e ntiv e award at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt from th e plurality of 

v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt. 

79. (Original) The method of claim 77, wherein the certifying mark comprises two 
components, each component having an identifying function, wherein a first component 
identifies the business entity as an entity whose quantifiable transactions provide to recipients 
investments as incentive awards, and wherein a second component uniquely identifies the 
business entity with a group consisting of the owner of the incentive award program and 
authorized operators of the incentive award program. 
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80. (Original) The method of claim 79, wherein the business entity grants a right to use the 
certifying mark to a transacting party, whereby the mark identifies the transacting party as an 
entity whose quantifiable transactions provide recipients with incentive awards. 

8 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer based method for carrying out an incentive award 
program by a business entity through an Internet portal site comprising the steps of: 

a. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, and being transacted through an Internet portal 
site, 

b. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 
incentive award offered by the business entity, tho incontivo award comprising 
at least on e investment chosen from a plurality of vehicl e s for inv e stm e nt, 

said plurality of vehicles comprising at least on e v e hicl e whose appr e ciation or 
depreciation is determin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award 
program ; 

c. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program, 

d. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

Fn = F L R n-1 . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

F^ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

Fn is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
e e. providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wherein tho award is provid e d in th e e quity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation 
is determin e d by th e financial performanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program and the 
amount of th e award in th e e quity v e hicl e is controll e d so as not to e xc e ssively dilut e 
holdings of inv e stors in th e equity v e hicl e, 

dr f. displaying at least one certifying mark, the mark identifying the incentive award 
program, 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein the 
authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award program. 
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82. (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 81, furth e r comprising th e st e p of : 

th e r e cipi e nt choosing as th e incentive award at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt chos e n from th e plurality 
of vehicl e s for inv e stm e nt. 

83. (Original) The method of claim 82, wherein the certifying mark comprises two 
components, each component having an identifying function, wherein a first component 
identifies the business entity as an entity whose quantifiable transactions provide to recipients 
investments as incentive awards, and wherein a second component uniquely identifies the 
business entity within a group consisting of the owner of the incentive award program and all 
authorized operators of the incentive award program. 

84. (Original) The method of claim 83, wherein the second component uniquely identifies 
incentive award web sites to which the Internet portal site provides exclusive access. 

85. (Original) The method of claim 84, wherein the business entity grants a right to use the 
certifying mark to a transacting party who operates at least one incentive award web site, 
whereby the mark identifies the transacting party as an entity whose quantifiable transactions 
provide recipients with incentive awards. 

86. (Currently Amended) A computer based method for carrying out an incentive award 
program by a business entity comprising the steps of: 

a. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, 

b. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 
incentive award offered by the business entity, th e inc e ntiv e award comprising 
at least on e inv e stm e nt chos e n from a plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt, 

c. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program. 

d. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

Fn = FjJR"" 1 . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method: 

Fj_ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

F n is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
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6r e^ providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

d f providing at least one transacting party in the quantifiable transaction a chance 
to win at l e ast on e priz e in a lottery as an the incentive award, th e prize 
comprising at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt v e hicle that is chosen from a plurality of 
vehicl e s for investm e nt, and 

e g. carrying out steps a-d fusing at least one computer processor and at least one 
computer storage means, 

wher e in said plurality of vehicl e s for inv e stm e nt compris e s at l e ast on e e quity vehicle whose 
appreciation or depr e ciation is det e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award 
program and 

wher e in th e award is provid e d in th e e quity vehicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e preciation is 
d e t e rmined by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program and 
th e amount of th e award in th e e quity vehicl e is controlled so as not to e xcessively dilute 
holdings of inv e stors of the e quity v e hicl e , and 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 

award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, 

wherein the authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award 

program. 

87t (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 86, furth e r comprising th e step of: 

th e r e cipi e nt choosing as th e inc e ntiv e award at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt from th e plurality of 

v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt. 

88. (Currently Amended) A computer based method for carrying out an incentive award 
program by a business entity through an Internet portal site comprising the steps of: 

a. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, and being transacted through an Internet portal 
site, 

b. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 
incentive award offered by the business entity, the incentive award comprising 
at l e ast on e investm e nt chos e n from a plurality of vehicl e s for investm e nt, 

c. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program, 

d. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

F n = F t R""\ where 



n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 
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Fj^ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

Fn is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
Gt e^ providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

4 £ providing at least one transacting party in the quantifiable transaction a chance 
to win at least one prize in a lottery as an incentive award, the prize comprising 
being at l e ast on e an investment vehicle that is chos e n from a plurality of 
vehicl e s for inv e stm e nt equity in the incentive award program , 

wher e in said plurality of vehicl e s for inv e stm e nt comprises at least one equity vehicl e whose 
appr e ciation or d e preciation is determined by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award 
program and 

wh e r e in the award is provid e d in th e e quity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation is 
d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program and 
th e amount of th e award in th e e quity v e hicl e is controll e d so as not to excessively dilute 
holdings of inv e stors of th e e quity vehicl e , and 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein the 
authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award program. 

S9r (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 88, furth e r comprising th e st e p of: 

th e r e cipi e nt choosing as th e inc e ntiv e award at l e ast one investment chosen from the plurality 

of v e hicl e s for investment. 

90. (Original) The method of claim 86 or 88, wherein the chance to win is in proportion to 
a value of the quantifiable transaction, the value being determined by the business entity. 

91 . (Currently Amended) A computer-executed method for implementing an incentive 
award program by a business entity comprising a computer processor and a computer memory 
storage device, said method comprising; 

a. inputting into the storage device logic providing an incentive award for each of 
a plurality of quantifiable transactions; 

b. receiving signals representing data descriptive of a quantifiable transaction for 
which an incentive award is offered; 

c. determining at least one recipient of the incentive award; 
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d. transmitting and receiving signals representing data indicative of a chosen 
incentive award, wherein the incentive award compris e s at l e ast one inv e stm e nt 
chos e n from an off e r e d plurality of v e hicl e s for investm e nt is an investment 
vehicle that is equity in the incentive award program , 

s aid plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt comprising at l e ast on e e quity v e hicl e whos e 
appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation is det e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e 
inc e ntiv e award program; 

e. providing the incentive award, 

wh e r e in th e award is provid e d in th e e quity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or doprociation 
is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program and 
th e amount of th e award in the equity vehicle is controlled so as not to excessively 
dilute holdings of investors of tho equity vehicle; and 

f. cashing-in the incentive award, 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein the 
authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award program. 

93t (Deleted) Th e m e thod of claim 91, wher e in th e data indicativ e of a chos e n inc e ntiv e 
award compris e s data indicativ e of r e cipi e nt's choosing th e inc e ntiv e award. 

93. (Original) The method of claim 91, wherein determining at least one recipient 
comprises analyzing data descriptive of the quantifiable transaction using the logic stored in 
the storage device. 

94. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 92, wherein transmitting and receiving 
signals indicative of choosing comprises: 

a. transmitting signals r e pr e s e nting notic e to at l e ast on e r e cipi e nt of th e 

r e c e ipi e nt's e ligibility to choose as th e inc e ntiv e award at l e ast on e 
inv e stm e nt from a plurality of vehicl e s for inv e stm e nt ; 

b a. furnishing recipient with data indicative of the offered plurality of 

v e hicl e s for investment ; 

er r e c e iving signals, said signals r e pr e s e nting data indicative of recipient's 

choice of at l e ast one investm e nt from a plurality of inv e stment vehicl e s 
as tho incentiv e award ; 

4 b. processing signals representing data descriptive of the r e cipient's 

choice offered investment using the logic stored in the storage device, 
said processing providing a result, wherein said result comprises a 
calculation of an amount of the incentive award; 
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e c. storing the result in a database in the storage device, wherein said 

storing causes an account to be created on behalf of the recipient. 

95. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 91, wherein providing the incentive 
award comprises: 

a. calculating an amount of the award in the chosen investment using the logic stored 
in the storage device and the stored result, 

b. crediting the amount of the award into the recipient's account; 

c. transmitting signals periodically to the recipient, said signals representing data 
descriptive of a periodic statement of the recipient's account. 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 91, wherein cashing-in the incentive 
comprises, 

ar d e t e rmining from th e stor e d logic that th e inv e stm e nt is not in th e valu e of a 

busin e ss e ntity in which dilutiv e instrum e nts of own e rship can b e issu e d; 
br £L determining from the stored logic and the stored result that a balance in the 

account is eligible to be disbursed; 
Gr b. conveying to the recipient the monetary value of the balance in the account. 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 91, wherein cashing-in the incentive 
comprises using stored logic, and the stored result: 

ar det e rmining from tho stored logic that the inv e stm e nt is in th e valu e of an 

entity in which instruments of own e rship can b e issu e d, said issu e d instrum e nts 
loading to dilution of instrum e nts of own e rship pr e viously issu e d; 
b a. determining from the stored logic and the stored result that a balance in the 
account is eligible to be disbursed; 

6 b. issuing instruments of ownership in th e valu e of th e e ntity in which 
instrum e nts of own e rship can b e issu e d in an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program ; 

4 c. selling the issued instruments of ownership; 

e d. conveying to the recipient the monetary value of the sold instruments in an 
amount equal to recipient's balance in the account. 

98. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for carrying out an incentive award program by a 
business entity, the apparatus comprising: 

a. a computer memory storage device; 

b. a computer processor connected to the storage device; 

c. the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor, 

d. and the processor operative with the program to perform the steps of: 
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e. participating in a quantifiable transaction, said transaction having at least two 
transacting parties, 

f. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 

incentive award offered by the business entity, the incentive award comprising 
at least one investment chosen from a plurality of vehicles for investment, 
said plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt comprising at l e ast ono equity vehicle whoso 
appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e 
inc e ntiv e award program; and 

£. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 

incentive award program, 
h. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

F n = FjJR"" 1 . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

Fj^ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

F n is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
g i. providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wh e r e in th e award is provid e d in th e equity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation 
is d e t e rmin e d by the financial p e rformanc e of th e incentiv e award program and 
th e amount of th e award in th e e quity v e hicl e is controll e d so as not to e xc e ssiv e ly 
dilut e holdings of inv e stors of th e e quity v e hicl e; 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein at least 
one authorized operator is carrying out at least in part the incentive award program. 

99t (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 98, th e program further comprising th e st e p of: 
th e r e cipi e nt choosing as th e inc e ntiv e award at l e ast on e investm e nt from th e plurality of 
vehicl e s for investment. 

100. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein participating is selected from the group 
consisting of: participating only by carrying out the incentive award program and participating 
not only by carrying out the incentive award program but additionally as a transacting party. 
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101. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein the transacting party comprises any 
entity engaging in a quantifiable transaction, the transaction characterized by the business 
entity providing an incentive award. 

102. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein at least two of the 
transacting parties are recipients, and wherein a total incentive award for the quantifiable 
transaction is the sume of all incentive awards provided to each recipient in the transaction, 
the business entity determining the portion of the total award provided to each recipient. 

103. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein at least one of the transacting parties 
pays a fee to the business entity, the transacting party acting as a supplier to a customer and 
the customer being provided an incentive award by the business entity. 

104. (Original) The apparatus of claim 103, wherein at least one real estate agent becomes a 
transacting party by paying a fee to the business entity, and wherein the business entity 
provides the incentive award to at least one recipient, the at least one recipient being selected 
from the group consisting of the seller of the property, the buyer of the property, the lessor of 
the property, the lessee of the property, the real estate agent for the seller, the real estate agent 
finding the buyer, the real estate agency listing the property, the multiple listing service 
provider, the real estate agency with which the agent finding the buyer is affiliate, and the real 
estate agency with which the agent representing the seller is affiliated. 

105. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein determining at least one of the 
transacting parties to be a recipient comprises the business entity choosing which of the 
transacting parties are to be encouraged to engage in the quantifiable transaction. 

106. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein the recipient designates at least one 
other party to receive at least a part of the recipient's incentive award, said other party 
comprising any entity. 

+07t (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 98, wh e r e in th e plurality of v e hicles for investment 
comprises any inv e stm e nt v e hicl e in which the business entity chooses to provid e the 
incentive award. 

108. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 98,wherein the plurality of v e hicl e s for 
inv e stm e nt investment vehicle that is equity in the incentive award program is selected from 
the group consisting of money market funds, bonds, e quities, mutual funds, corporat e bonds, 
gov e rnm e nt bonds , valu e of entiti e s in which th e business entity cannot issue instrum e nts of 
own e rship l e ading to dilution of the unit valu e of pr e viously issued instrum e nts, options, 
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warrants, restricted stock, shares of common stock, shares of preferred stock? and shares of 
tracking stock , municipal bonds and valu e of e ntiti e s in which th e busin e ss e ntity can issu e 
instrum e nts of ownership loading to dilution of th e unit valu e of pr e viously issu e d 
instrum e nts . 

4-09t (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 98, wh e r e in th e plurality of vehicles for investment 
compris e s e quity in th e valu e of th e busin e ss entity, and whoroin the equity investment is in 
th e form of shares of stock, and wherein the value is th e market capitalization of said busin e ss 
e ntity, that is th e sum calculated by multiplying the value of said share of stock as list e d on a 
stock e xchange by th e number of the shares outstanding. 

110. (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 98, wh e r e in th e plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
compris e s a s e t of inv e stm e nts having a rang e in d e gr ee of sp e culativ e risk from a minimal 
d e gr ee to a maximal d e gr e e, wh e r e in th e minimal d e gr ee of sp e culativ e risk compris e s a saf e 
inv e stm e nt in which th e amount of th e inc e ntiv e award is not at risk; and wh e r e in th e maximal 
d e gr ee of sp e culative risk compris e s a high risk inv e stm e nt with pot e ntial for substantial gain. 

44-4-t (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 99, wh e r e in a recipient choosing the incentive award 
furth e r compris e s th e st e ps of: 

a-. — inviting a r e cipi e nt to choose at least one investm e nt from a plurality of inv e stm e nt 

v e hicl e s as th e incentive award; and 
bz — the recipient identifying to th e busin e ss e ntity th e at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt chos e n as 
the incentiv e award. 

112. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein the incentive award gets larger as the 
value of the quantifiable transaction gets larger. 

113. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein the value of the quantifiable transaction 
comprises the total revenue amount of the transaction. 

114. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein a larger incentive award is provided 
when at least two measures of the transaction are more valuable to the business entity, said 
measures selected from the group consisting of profitability of the transaction to the business 
entity, the transaction's total revenue amount and at least one parameter indicative of 
geographical location related to the transaction. 

445t (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 98, wherein the inc e ntiv e award is in th e valu e of at 
l e ast on e e ntity in which the busin e ss e ntity can issu e instrum e nts of own e rship, wh e r e in said 
instruments ar e s e l e ct e d from th e group consisting of shares, r e stricted stock, options and 



Application No.: 09/912,591 
Docket No.: GAL-US 1 

Response to Final Action of 3 1 Mar 06 as RCE submission 



Page 25 



warrants, wh e r e by th e busin e ss e ntity's issue of said instruments l e ads to dilution of th e unit 
value of pr e viou s ly issu e d instrum e nts. 

116. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 44£ 98, wherein the amount of the 
incentive award is based upon the value of the transaction for which the award is granted, said 
transaction occurring within a predefined period, relative to the total value of all transactions 
for which incentive awards were awarded during the predefined period. 

117. (Currently Amended) The apparatus, of claim 44£ 98, wherein a ratio between the 
value of the incentive award and the value of the quantifiable transaction remains in effect for 
a predefined period of time, and wherein a larger incentive award is provided when at least 
two measures of the transaction are more valuable to the business entity, said measures 
selected from the group consisting of profitability of the transaction to the business entity, the 
transaction's total revenue amount and at least one parameter indicative of geographical 
location related to the transaction. 

118. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 44£ 98, where a ratio between the 
amount of the incentive award and the value of the quantifiable transaction applicable during 
a predefined initial period of operation of the incentive award program is larger than during 
subsequent periods. 

119. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim -H^ 98, wherein a sum of progressively 
smaller incentive awards provided over all of the periods of operation of the incentive award 
program asymptotically approaches a limit that represents the total incentive awards provided 
for all quantifiable transactions. 

120. (Original) The apparatus of claim 98, wherein the step of providing further comprises 
the steps of: 

a. receiving funding to enable operation of the incentive award program; 

b. determining an amount of the incentive award; 

c. crediting said amount into a recipient's account; 

d. furnishing periodic statements of account to the recipient; and 

e. cashing-in the incentive award on behalf of the recipient. 

121. (Original) The apparatus of claim 120, wherein the receiving funding comprises 
receiving income as a fee from at least one fee-paying party, wherein the fee is selected from 
the group consisting of a fee paid for rights to conduct transactions in a market, a fee paid for 
rights to conduct transactions in a geographical area, a fee paid for rights to conduct 
transactions in a medium of commerce, a fee paid for rights to conduct transactions on the 
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Internet, a fee paid per quantifiable transaction, a periodic maintenance fee and a fee paid to 
defray operating costs of the incentive award program. 

122. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 121, wherein the at least one fee- 
paying party is selected from the group consisting of the business entity^ and any transacting 
part y and any non transacting party . 

4-2-^t (Deleted) Tho apparatus of claim 120, whoroin determining an amount of th e inc e ntiv e 
award, wh e r e in tho incentive award is in an investment vehicle in which th e busin e ss e ntity 
cannot issu e instrum e nts of ownership that l e ad to dilution of tho unit valu e of pr e viously 
issu e d instrum e nts, further comprises th e st e p of: 

€tz — apportioning a part of th e funding to fund an investment in the chos e n investm e nt 

v e hicl e on b e half of th e recipient and crediting tho apportioning to th e r e cipi e nt's 

account. 

124. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 120, wherein determining an amount of 
the incentive award , wh e r e in th e inc e ntiv e award is in an investment v e hicle in which tho 
busin e ss e ntity can issu e instruments of own e rship that load to dilution of th e unit value of 
pr e viously issu e d instruments of own e rship in th e investm e nt v e hicl e , further comprises the 
step of: 

a. determining a number of instruments of ownership in the chosen investment 

vehicle to be issued on behalf of the recipient and crediting them to the recipient's 
account. 

125. (Original) The apparatus of claim 124, further comprising the step of: 

a. estimating on a predetermined date a monetary value of recipient's account by 
multiplying the number of instruments of ownership credited to the account by the 
unit value of said instruments on the predetermined date. 

126. (Original) The apparatus of claim 125, wherein the instruments of ownership credited 
to the account are shares of stock listed on a stock exchange. 

127. (Original) The apparatus of claim 120, wherein the cashing-in of the incentive award 
must occur within a predetermined period after the lapse of a period of time, else the incentive 
award expires worthless. 

128. (Original) The apparatus of claim 127, wherein the recipient selects the cashing-in date 
within the predetermined period. 
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129. (Original) The apparatus of claim 127, wherein the business entity selects the cashing- 
in date within the predetermined period. 

130. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 120, wherein the cashing-in of the 
incentive award, wherein the incentive award is an inv e stment in the value of an e ntity 
in which the busin e ss e ntity can issu e dilutiv e instruments of ownership in instruments 
of ownership in an investment vehicle that is equity in the incentive award program, 
further comprises the step of: 

a. issuing said instruments in th e valu e of th e e ntity in which th e business e ntity can 
issu e instrum e nts of own e rship ; and 

b. selling the issued instruments, whereby said selling provides funds in the amount 
of a monetary value of the incentive award, and whereby said selling leads to 
dilution of the unit value of previously issued instruments of equity ownership. 

131. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 130, wherein cashing-in of the 
incentive award further comprises the steps of: 

a. ascertaining on the date of the cashing-in a value of the chosen investment i n th e 
chos e n investm e nt vehicl e; and 

b. transferring the ascertained value to the recipient and deducting the ascertained 
value from the balance in recipient's account. 

+33t (Deleted) The apparatus of claim 98, wh e r e in th e authoriz e d op e rator's authority 
compris e s s e l e cting th e plurality of v e hicl e s off e r e d as an inc e ntiv e award. 

(Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 132, wherein th e plurality of vehicles for investm e nt 
comprise at least one investm e nt v e hicl e in which th e authoriz e d op e rator can issu e 
instrum e nts of own e rship, said issu e l e ading to dilution of th e unit value of pr e viously issu e d 
instrum e nts. 

134. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for carrying out an incentive award program by a 
business entity, through an Internet portal site, the apparatus comprising: 

a. a computer memory storage device; 

b. a computer process operated by the business entity and connected to the 
storage device; 

c. the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor; 

d. and the processor operative with the program to perform the steps of; 
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e. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties and being transacted through an Internet portal 
site, 

f. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 

incentive award offered by the business entity, th e inc e ntive award comprising 
at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt chos e n from a plurality of v e hicles for inv e stm e nt, 
said plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt comprising at l e ast on e e quity vehicle whoso 
appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation is d e t e rmin e d by the financial p e rformance of th e 
inc e ntiv e award program; and 

g^ choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program, 

h. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

Fn = F i ji"' 1 . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

Fj_ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

F n is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
e L providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wher e in the award is provided in th e e quity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation 
is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e incentiv e award program and th e 
amount of th e award in th e e quity v e hicl e is controll e d so as not to e xc e ssiv e ly dilut e 
holdings of inv e stors in th e e quity v e hicl e, 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein the 
authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award program. 

4^#r (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 13 4 , the program further comprising the stop of: 
th e recipi e nt choosing as the incentive award at least one investm e nt from th e plurality of 
vehicles for investment. 

136. (Original) The apparatus of claim 134, wherein the quantifiable transaction is 
transacted from an incentive award web site on the Internet and wherein the Internet portal 
site provides exclusive access to the incentive award web sites. 
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137. (Original) The apparatus of claim 134, further comprising the step of: 

a. an authorized operator operating at least one incentive award web site. 

-t38r (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 136, wh e r e in th e authoriz e d operator's authority 
compris e s s e l e cting the plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt off e r e d as an inc e ntiv e award. 

-t39r (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 138, wher e in th e plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 
compris e at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt v e hicl e in which th e authoriz e d op e rator can issu e 
instrum e nts of own e rship, said issu e l e ading to dilution of th e unit value of previously issued 
instrum e nts. 

140. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for carrying out an incentive award program by a 
business entity over a communications network, the apparatus comprising: 

a. a computer memory storage device; and 

b. a computer processor connected to the storage device; 

c. the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor, and 

d. the processor operative with the program to perform the steps of: 

e. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, and at least part of the quantifiable transaction 
being transacted on a communications network, 

f determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 
incentive award offered by the business entity, the inc e ntive award comprising at least 
on e inv e stm e nt chos e n from a plurality of vehicles for investment, 
said plurality of v e hicles for investment comprising at l e ast on e e quity v e hicl e whos e 
appreciation or d e pr e ciation is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e 
inc e ntiv e award program; and 

choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 

incentive award program, 
h. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

F n = F L R n l , where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method: 

Ft_ is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

F n is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
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6 L providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wh e r e in the award is provid e d in th e e quity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation 
is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program and th e 
amount of th e award in th e e quity v e hicle is controll e d so as not to e xc e ssiv e ly dilute 
holdings of investors in th e e quity v e hicl e, 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein the 
authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award program, and 
wherein the communications network comprises a communication means for conducting a 
transaction, wherein the transaction is selected from the group consisting of credit 
transactions, credit card transactions, debit transactions, debit card transactions, smart card 
transactions, wire transfer transactions, line of credit transactions, Internet transactions, 
auctions, reverse auctions and lotteries. 

444-. (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 1 4 0, the program further comprising: the recipient 
choosing as th e inc e ntiv e award at l e asBt on e investment from the plurality of vehicles for 
inv e stm e nt. 

142. (Original) The apparatus of claim 140, wherein the communication means for 
conducting is selected from the group consisting of electronic means, telephonic means, 
wireless means, general packet radio service means, UMTS means and optical fiber means. 

143. (Original) The apparatus of claim 142, further comprising the step of the quantifiable 
transaction being transacted from a web site on the Internet by a transacting party. 

144. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for carrying out an incentive award program by a 
business entity, the apparatus comprising: 

a. a computer memory storage device; 

b. a computer processor operated by the business entity and connected to the 
storage device; 

c. the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor, 

d. and the processor operative with the program to perform the steps of: 

e. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, 

f. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 

incentive award offered by the business entity, the incentive award comprising 
at least one investment chosen from a plurality of vehicles for investment, 
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said plurality of vehicles for inv e stm e nt comprising at l e ast ono equity v e hicl e whos e 
appreciation or depr e ciation is det e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e 
incentiv e award program; and 

g. choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program, 

h. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

F n = F L R""* . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

Fn is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
g L providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

wher e in th e award is provided in th e equity vehicl e whoso appreciation or depreciation 
is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of the incentive award program and th e 
amount of th e award in the equity v e hicle is controll e d so as not to e xc e ssiv e ly dilut e 
holdings of investors in the equity v e hicl e, 

h j. displaying at least one certifying mark, the mark identifying the incentive 
award program, 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein the 
authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award program. 

+45t (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 1 44 , th e program furth e r comprising: the recipient 
choosing as the inc e ntive award at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt from the plurality of vehicles for 
inv e stm e nt. 

146. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for carrying out an incentive award program by a 
business entity, the apparatus comprising: 

a. a computer memory storage device; 

b. a computer processor operated by the business entity and connected to the 
storage device; 

c. the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor, 

d. and the processor operative with the program to perform the steps of: 
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e. participating in a quantifiable transaction, the quantifiable transaction having at 
least two transacting parties, 

f. determining at least one of the transacting parties to be a recipient of an 

incentive award offered by the business entity, the incentive award comprising 
at least one investment chosen from a plurality of vehicles for investment, and 
choosing as the incentive award an investment vehicle that is equity in the 
incentive award program, 
h. calculating the incentive award according to the formula: 

Fn = F i R"" 1 . where 

n is the current period since the onset of carrying out the method; 

F 1 is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the first period of carrying out the method; 

F n is the fraction of ownership rights in the chosen equity provided to the 
recipient in the current period of carrying out the method; 

R is a multiplier fraction greater than zero and less than one by which the 
provided fraction of ownership rights changes in successive periods; 
g L providing the chosen incentive award to the recipient, 

h j. providing at least one transacting party in the quantifiable transaction a chance 
at l e ast on e priz e in a lottery as an the incentive award, tho prize comprising at 
l e ast on e inv e stm e nt chos e n from a plurality of vehicles for investment, 

wh e r e in said plurality of v e hicl e s for investment comprises at least one equity vehicle 

whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation is determined by th e financial performance of the 

inc e ntiv e award program and 

wherein tho award is provided in tho equity v e hicl e whos e appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation 
is determin e d by th e financial performanc e of th e inc e ntiv e award program and 
tho amount of the award in th e e quity v e hicl e is controll e d so as not to e xc e ssiv e ly 
dilute holdings of inv e stors of th e e quity v e hicle, and 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein the 
authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award program. 

±47t (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 1 4 6, th e program furth e r comprising th e st e p: th e 
r e cipi e nt choosing as tho inc e ntiv e award at l e ast one inv e stm e nt from the plurality of v e hicl e s 
for inv e stm e nt. 
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148. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for implementing an incentive award program 
carried out by a business entity, the apparatus comprising : 

a. a computer memory storage device; 

b. a computer processor operated by the business entity and connected to the 
storage device; 

c. the storage device storing a program for controlling the processor, 

d. and the processor operative with the program to perform the steps of: 

e. inputting into the storage device logic comprising terms and conditions for 
providing an incentive award for each of a plurality of quantifiable 
transactions; 

f. receiving signals representing data descriptive of a quantifiable transaction for 
which an incentive award is offered; 

g. determining at least one recipient of the incentive award; 

h. transmitting and receiving signals representing data indicative of a chosen 
incentive award, wherein the incentive award compris e s at l e ast on e inv e stm e nt 
chos e n from an off e r e d plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt 

said plurality of v e hicl e s for inv e stm e nt comprising at l e ast on e e quity v e hicle whos e 
appr e ciation or d e pr e ciation is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial p e rformanc e of th e 
inc e ntiv e award program is an investment vehicle that is equity in the incentive award 
program ; 

i. providing the incentive award 

wh e r e in th e award is provided in tho equity vehicle whos e appr e ciation or depreciation 
is d e t e rmin e d by th e financial performance of the incentiv e award program and 
th e amount of tho award in tho equity vehicle is controll e d so as not to e xc e ssiv e ly 
dilute holdings of inv e stors of th e e quity v e hicl e; and 
j . cashing-in the incentive award, 

wherein the business entity is selected from the group consisting of the owner of the incentive 
award program and an authorized operator of the incentive award program, wherein the 
authorized operator has authority to carry out at least in part the incentive award program. 

449t (Deleted) Th e apparatus of claim 118, wh e r e in tho data indicativ e of a chosen 
inc e ntiv e award compris e s data indicativ e of r e cipi e nt's choosing th e inc e ntive award. 



